Book reviews
Salmonella: The Food Poisoner. pp 51 £1 London: British Association for the Advancement of Science Paradoxically, while endemic typhoid was vanquished from Britain almost a century ago, infections due to other members of the Salmonella genus have become an increasing problem in recent years. Safe water supplies and efficient sewage disposal readily controlled the spread of Salmonella typhi from its exclusively human reservoir. In contrast, modem intensive methods of animal production coupled with the increasing popularity of mass catering have greatly assisted the dissemination of food poisoning strains of salmonellae.
A study group of the British Association has now published a comprehensive report which reviews all aspects of this problem. Special attention is paid to the effects of salmonellae in man and animals, the conditions -including antibiotic misuse -favouring the proliferation of the bacteria in livestock, and methods ofcontrol. The report of the Swann Committee in 1969 wisely recommended strict controls on the use of 'medical' antibiotics in livestock. Although these recommendations are now supported by legislation, the results have been disappointing; multiple-resistant Gram-negative bacilli are still common in pigs, poultry and cattle. This could be due to the selection of resistance plasmids by the continued use of 'non-medical' antibiotics as animal growth promoters.
The Zoonoses Order (1975) has been a more immediately successful piece of legislation. It facilitates close cooperation between medical and veterinary bacteriologists and epidemiologists in the investigation and control of salmonellosis and other animal-derived infections of man. The Order helps to ameliorate the unfortunate schism between the Medical Officers of Environmental Health and the Environmental Health Officers, which was brought about by the reorganization of the National Health Service. These, and other important questions, including methods of preparing and storing food, are admirably discussed. This modest booklet is the embodiment of clarity and conciseness, and it can be recommended for a wide audience of professional and lay people alike.
SYDNEY SELWYN

Reader in Medical Microbiology
Westminster Medical School For many years there has been speculation concerning the mechanism whereby the liver can regenerate after partial resection or severe damage. Insulin and glucagon are thought to be important factors concerned in the nutrition and regeneration of the liver. In this Ciba Symposium there is wide ranging discussion extending from electron microscopy, morphology of cultured hepatocytes to the treatment of glycogen storage disease by portacaval shunting and intragastric infusion ofglucose. There was discussion on the appropriateness ofthe term 'hepatotrophic factors', raised by the Chairman, Dr Mcintyre. In his concluding remarks he is grateful that the term was coined as a raison entre for a meeting on the subject and he congratulated Starzl for the experimental work on portal diversion in animals which had been an important stimulus to other workers. The conference was unable to separate clearly factors concerned in hepatic regeneration from changes that occur after portal diversion transposition. There may be much in common between liver changes produced by these procedures, but this has not been proven. This is a useful Ciba Symposium which is an
